730                              ST PAUL, APOSTLE                       [JUNE 30

upon them. St Paul desired to show himself and to speak in behalf of
his companions; but the overseers of the theatrical games, who were his
friends, sent to him to assure him that he would only endanger himself
without rescuing them. One Alexander a Jewish convert, offered to
speak; but the mob, suspecting him to be a friend of the apostle, would
not hear him; though he would doubtless have thrown the blame on
St Paul if he was, as is generally thought, that Alexander the coppersmith
of whom the apostle complains that he had done him much evil, and greatly
withstood his words, and whom he delivered over to Satan for his apostasy
for blaspheming Christ and reproaching Christianity.1 But the mob raised
an outcry against this apologist for near two hours together, wherein
nothing was heard but " Great is Diana of the Ephesians." And Alexander
himself was secured. At length the town-clerk, who kept the register of
the games, discreetly addressed the populace and put them in mind that
if any man had offended them the courts of justice were open and ready
to do them right; but that by their riot they had rendered themselves
obnoxious to the laws, if anyone should call them to an account for that
day's tumult. By this discourse the multitude was appeased and im-
mediately dispersed; and Gaius, Aristarchus, and Alexander were released
without hurt. St Paul had made an excursion in the year 55 to Corinth,
and writ his epistle to the Galatians full of zeal and apostolic vigour,
because they were a rough uncultivated nation, and had received false
doctors who pretended to establish an obligation of practising the Jewish
ceremonies, and of joining circumcision with the gospel. In 56 he wrote
to the Corinthians, being informed that an unhappy division threatened
that church, some being for Cephas, others for Paul, others for Apollos,
as if these teachers did not all preach the same Christ.

Soon after the tumult mentioned above, St Paul left Ephesus and went
by Troas a second time into Macedon, whence he sent his second epistle
to the Corinthians, whom he visited shortly after a third time. St Austin
was persuaded 2 that he then regulated, as he had promised in his letter,
the rite and manner of assisting at the divine mysteries, in particular that
the body of our Lord should not be received at supper, but only by persons
fasting; which is certainly a precept of the apostles, as the same father
observes. From Corinth, in 58, the apostle writ to the Romans, express-
ing a great desire to see the faithful of that illustrious city and a purpose
to pay them a visit. After three months' stay in Greece, having gathered
large alms of the Christians in Macedon and Achaia for the poor of
Jerusalem, he set out for Syria, but stopped some time at Philippi and a
whole month at Troas.8 In this city the day before his departure the
faithful assembled to receive the holy communion and to hear him preach,
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